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Badges and Registration
Wear your badge at all times during First Event.
Your badge identifies you as a First Event Attendee and provides all the information needed to
identify you to our security personnel. Badges will
be coded for workshop dates and will indicate the
events you will be attending.
Members of the First Event Planning Committee
and the Tiffany Club Board of Directors will have
special badges. If you have questions, or need assistance, please ask them for help. We all want to
ensure that you have a good time.
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WELCOME LETTER
By

Andrea Ziff
Welcome to First Event 2012
Our theme this year is "Moving Forward". Little did we know when we selected the subject last year, how appropriate that
theme would be! As many will mention, the Massachusetts Transgender Equal Rights bill passed this year, and we've started
down the road of protection and acceptance. We still have far to go, but we've made tremendous progress. We have made
some great changes to our conference this year:


We are having a Day of Beauty on Thursday - something we've never done before. We're offering a host of beauty services - makeup, hair, skin, nail, massage, healing, etc. - designed to help everyone be the best they can be.



Our clothing shop has been renamed - "Tiffany's Closet: Reborn to be Reworn" launches on Wednesday and runs
through Saturday. Make sure to stop in and browse.



We are hosting a continental breakfast Thursday - Saturday in our FE office, Suite 425, which is open to anyone attending the conference.



Thursday night join our own, wonderful, John Warrener and the Glamour Showgirls as they present a cabaret show"
Together Again for the Very First Time ".



Friday, workshops start, and we have a wonderful line up this year. We continue to expand our FtoM track, PiP returns,
and we have a host of new and returning speakers and seminars.



We're hosting our cocktail hour in the vendor room Friday night, So if you haven't had a chance to browse or gather
information, please do.



Later, join us for a Mexican Buffet and our annual Fashion Show. This year, we're moving forward by having a greatly
enhanced male presence in the show.



Saturday, we have another great lineup of workshops and speakers. We're thrilled to have as our keynote speaker, Rep.
Carl Sciortino, one of the sponsors of this year's Massachusetts Transgender Equal Rights bill. Later, All the Kings
Men, the comedic, gender bending performance group will entertain us.

If it's your first time at FE - we're thrilled you are here. Watch out - prepare to have your socks knocked off!
There is such friendship, guidance, connection, and most importantly, acceptance and support. If you've been here before welcome back! You know what an incredible place FE can be. Learn something exciting, reconnect with old friends or
make new ones, cry, laugh and above all, enjoy yourself.
On a personal note, it’s been my pleasure to be a part of FE for the last 6 years. For those who don’t know me, I’m a G.G
(Genetic Girl) whose spouse is a crossdresser. It’s my honor to have made incredible connections from all parts of this community: crossdressers, transsexuals, FtoM, MtoF, genderqueer, partner, husband, wife, friend. I’ve been blessed to have
these people in my life and I thank you all for letting me share your journey.
I'm looking forward to seeing you all this week.
Hugs,
Andrea Ziff
Fe12 C0-Chair
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JOANNA FROST, LICSW
GENDER & TRAUMA SPECIALIST


Licensed Independent Clinical Social Worker and Trans Advocate serving the greater Western Massachusetts
and Connecticut Areas



Psychotherapy for: cross-dressers, gay, gender queer, lesbian, questioning, transsexuals, group, partners and
families



Treating individual adults, adolescents and children



Referral evaluations for hormones, surgery and supportive services



Over 20 years experience in issues relating to gender identity



EMDR trained in the treatment of Post Traumatic Stress Disorder



Office is conveniently located in Holyoke at the intersection of I-91 and the Mass Pike, I-90



Proudly Serving the Greater Western MA & Northern CT Areas
Ph 413 534-3033
joannafrst@yahoo.com
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A Touch of Grace
Grace Anne Stevens

First Event 2012: Moving Forward
The theme of First Event 2012 is MOVING FORWARD. Here, in Massachusetts, 2011 has seen our community take a
giant step forward with the passage of the Transgender Rights Bill which will go into effect in July of 2012.

For each of us – and our friends and families, there is always the challenging question regarding the direction and
the speed of each of our journeys. For many of us, being transgender is a balancing act not only in our own personal
understanding and self-acceptance, but also how and when we may be able to share and express ourselves. Sometimes we may feel as we are the person on the wire below.

Being on the wire requires first and foremost a sense of balance. But then just think of the decisions you need to
make! Do/can you move forward? Backward? Or are you just frozen in place? Are you afraid of falling? Do you
even know what your next step should be and who may be there to support you, no matter which choice you make?

First Event 2012 is the place where hopefully you can work on how you may answer some of these questions.
No matter where you are on your journey, whether this is your first time or you have been coming year after
year.
No matter whether you are a CD or TS or bi-gendered or trying to figure it all out
No matter whether you may be FTM or MTF or GQ
No matter what your sexual orientation may be or your gender identity
There will be something or someone to share with and teach and learn from at First Event 2012.
The theme is once again – Moving Forward. I hope and wish for you is that as you find the direction of your personal
journey that you will be able to move forward. You can choose the speed that best allows you to keep your balance.
At FE12 you will learn that you are not alone, not the first and not the last. Enjoy the journey.
Grace Stevens
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A Note From Lucas Knapp
Fashion Show Co
Co--Coordinator
I was blessed with this entity called body, and then upon growing up I turned around and realized "to hell with that, it's backward!" Still, I celebrate my body, and I am lucky to have the privilege to
say something about its backward-ness and make a change. I live in a place and time where I can be
safe, out, and I can bring love into my being through an alchemy so miraculous I can't even begin to
fathom how amazing this technology, this scientific wisdom, how knowledge itself has allowed me--and
countless other transsexuals--to be themselves in an authenticity never before experienced.
We reshape our bodies to feel "right". This is an inadequate description, but to describe how
out-of-place one's body parts seem is incredibly difficult. I once told my mother that pre-transition felt
like wearing a chicken suit, yellow and fluffy, and people thought that was the real me. But it wasn't.
And this is just one of many suits, but it fits a hell of a lot better.
Comfortable, loose, open, beautiful, handsome, sexy: this is what we desire to feel from our
bodies, and the means to get there are as diverse as humanity itself. Our culture is old and its traditions fallen underground, but the perspective and balance transsexuals represent is our gift to Life.
For us, moving forward is the only option. Each day gets a little better, even as it reminds us
that we have a long way to go. I once heard that "two-spirits", a more ancient and revered term similar
to transsexual, did not have to undergo a spirit journey as most youths did. It was understood that we
were born with an innate understanding of the fluidity of Life. Indeed, it was respected that we were
an embodiment of this truth: that man and woman, light and dark, stillness and movement, were complimentary and at all times shifting, neither one greater or lesser. As we continue our trek as a species, it is evident that this old knowledge is needed now more than ever. We certainly are moving forward, and the lesson we as transsexuals embody is extremely important, relevant, and--like the complete physical metamorphosis some of us undertake--it contains the potential to entirely transform humanity for the better.

10

Tiffany Club of New England

First Event 2012

Proudly, we present our Keynote Speaker
Massachusetts Representative Carl Sciortino

TCNE is proud and delighted to welcome
our keynote speaker, Massachusetts Representative Carl Sciortino to our 32nd annual
First Event Transgender Conference.
Representative Sciortino is one of the key
sponsors of the recently passed Transgender
Equal Rights Bill, which protects Massachusetts transgender residents from discrimination in employment, housing, education,
credit, and hate crime violence. The bill was
signed into law by Governor Duval Patrick
on November 23rd and takes effect on July
12, 2012.
Carl Sciortino is a member of the Massachusetts House of Representatives, representing
the 34th Middlesex district, including neighborhoods in both Somerville and Medford.
Rep. Sciortino serves as Vice Chairman of
the Joint Committee of Transportation, as
well as serving on the House Committee on
Ways & Means and Joint Committee on
Health Care Finance. He was first elected in

November 2004, defeating a conservative Democratic incumbent.
Rep. Sciortino is deeply committed to working for
the families in his community, and has been a tireless advocate for issues of social and economic
justice. He passed amendments to the state budget
which resulted in increased funding for the Massachusetts Rental Voucher Program (MRVP) and
Hepatitis-C prevention and treatment programs.
Rep. Sciortino also helped pass and override the
governor's veto on legislation which resulted in an
increase to the minimum wage to $8.00/hour, the
highest in the nation. He supported an amendment
to the state's constitution which would make
health care for all a constitutionally guaranteed
right and he helped pass a landmark bill that
makes affordable, quality insurance accessible to
95% to the state's 500,000 uninsured residents. As
one of the few members of the gay, lesbian, bisexual, & transgender community serving in the Massachusetts legislature and as an avid civil rights
proponent, Rep. Sciortino has also taken on a
leadership role in opposing a constitutional
amendment which would outlaw same sex marriage, and is the lead sponsor of legislation to extend civil rights protections to transgender individuals.
Prior to serving in the legislature, Rep. Sciortino
worked in the public health field as a research
manager at a community health center specializing
in HIV/AIDS. He graduated with a degree in Biology from Tufts University. He is Vice-Chair of the
Medford Democratic City Committee, a member
of the Medford Ward 4 Democratic Committee,
Progressive Democrats of Somerville, Mass
NOW, the Sierra Club, and the National Gay and
Lesbian Task Force.
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A Message From Gunner Scott
Transgender Rights in Massachusetts
Executive Director Of the Massachusetts Transgender
Political Coalition
On November 23, 2010, Massachusetts Governor Deval Patrick
signed the “Transgender Equal Rights Bill” into law. This law
added “gender identity” to four areas in the state’s nondiscrimination laws and will now give transgender people equal
protections when seeking employment, housing, credit, and education. The bill also expands the state’s hate crimes protections to
now include transgender people; as our community that experiences alarmingly disproportionate levels of harassment and violence.
This means that a transgender person cannot be fired or denied
employment, denied an apartment or housing, denied credit or
lending, and for young people, denied access to K-12 schools
because of a person’s gender identity. This law takes effect on
July 1, 2012. In the interim, as well as after, anyone who feels his
or her rights have been violated can file a claim with Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD) as well as
contact organizations like MTPC and/or GLAD for information
and/or assistance.
As many people know the final version of the “Transgender
Equal Rights Bill” passed by the legislature does not include protections within public accommodations. The Massachusetts
Transgender Political Coalition (MTPC) and our coalition partners fought hard to try to get public accommodations restored in
the Senate version of the bill, and were unsuccessful in doing so.
Although this bill does not include public accommodations, this
is still a historic and important victory in the fight for achieving
transgender equality in Massachusetts.
Even without specific inclusion of gender identity in the public
accommodations section of the law there does still exist case law,
which has been interpreted to find that discrimination under sex
and/or disability to include transgender people. This means that if
a transgender person is discriminated against in a place of public
accommodation, that person can still file a claim with the Massachusetts Commission Against Discrimination (MCAD).
Therefore, MTPC strongly encourages anyone that has experienced discrimination or felt as though they were treated differently or unfairly in a place of public accommodation, which can
include restaurants, bars, hotels, laundry mats, retail stores, museums, shopping malls, movie theaters, and anywhere that is open
to the general public to contact MTPC (www.masstpc.org or 617778-0519) or GLAD’s Legal Info Line 1-800-455-4523 and to
also consider filing a claim with the Massachusetts Commission
Against Discrimination (MCAD).
MTPC and our coalition partners do plan on introducing a bill for
the 2013 legislative session for gender identity public accommodations protections. Until then, through out 2012,
MTPC will be developing a public education campaign, including expanding our “I AM: Trans People Speak” project
(www.transpeoplespeak.org), to bring visibility to and advocate

for public accommodations protections for transgender youth,
adults, and families.
If you have not done so already, MTPC encourages all community
members to thank the Representatives and Senators that voted for
the bill and most especially, the lead sponsors, Representative Carl
Sciortino & Byron Rushing, and Senators Ben Downing, and Sonia
Chang-Diaz; the legislature’s leadership House Speaker Robert
Deleo and Senate President Therese Murray; and especially, Governor Deval Patrick.
MTPC expresses our deepest gratitude to our community members,
who have spent countless hours educating their legislators and the
general public about the issues transgender people face. Without all
of you, this win would not have been possible. In 2013, we will be
looking to you again to help us pass public accommodations protections.
MTPC thanks the members of the Transgender Equal Rights Coalition for all of their efforts in passing “Transgender Equal Rights
Bill.” Some of the 104 members of the coalition include MassEquality, Gay & Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD); MassNOW;
ACLU of Massachusetts; National Association of Social Workers
(NASW); Jane Doe, Inc., The Massachusetts Coalition Against Sexual Assault and Domestic Violence; Mass AFL-CIO; Mass Gay and
Lesbian Political Caucus (MGLPC); Jobs with Justice; the Interfaith
Coalition for Transgender Equality; and Massachusetts Transgender
Political Coalition.
About MTPC:
Founded in 2001, the Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition
(MTPC) is a 501(c) 3 that works to end discrimination on the basis
of gender identity and gender expression. MTPC educates the public, advocates with state, local, and federal government, engages in
political activism, and encourages empowerment of community
members through collective action. MTPC had been advocating for
the “Transgender Equal Rights Bill” since it was first introduced in
2007. For more information or to become a donor to MTPC visit
http://www.masstpc.org, email info@masstpc.org, call 617-7780519, friend us on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/masstpc
or follow us on Twitter at http://twitter.com/MassTPC. For more
information about or to become involved with our “I AM: Trans
People Speak” project visit http://www.transpeoplespeak.org.
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Post Event Survival Guide
By

Rebecca Aine
You will have a lot of fun AND learn a lot at First Event 2012. About yourself and about others in your
community. At First Event, I usually hug till my arms hurt, smile till my cheeks cramp, and adore the
pink cloud and blue bedrock of our community. You will have so many highlights it will be impossible
for you to process them all. But when the party is over and we all get back to our day to day life, a let
down can sometimes happen. This is true particularly if you're newly out of the closet and if First Event
is your first or among your first public outings.
You might get bummed as the days progress this week. So here are some tips others have found that
can help make life a little less gray.


Look: Did you get a photo of yourself at FE12? Not a glam photo per se, just any photo while you
were presenting as you. Look at yourself. It's not narcissistic it's like looking at a mirror. Sometimes,
when our inside and outsides don't match and your feeling dysphoric, looking at a photo of yourself
can be a nice reminder that who you are inside is who you are outside. This can be a real help for
you to get your feet on the ground.



Chat: Friends. You need 'em and you need to talk with them. Rekindling the memories can be extremely helpful to laugh and get life back on the lighter side when you feel blue as you get further
away from your fun and meaningful time at First Event. So chat with your friends DO NOT go back
into a shell or into your closet. This is not healthy for you. Find them on Facebook, Pink Essence,
the Compass boards, a Yahoo Group or Twitter. Call them on the phone. SMS TxT them! Just
don’t be silent.



Plan: Your next time out. That's right. You need to get out and see people. There are many
transgender conferences both small and large throughout the U.S. There are LOTS of things to do
in the New England area as well. TCNE.org has a calendar they update every two weeks with
things to do from dancing, to lecture, to support groups. They also have a Transgender Conference
list they update monthly. These tools will help you figure out something fun to do. And if you can
do it with friends, all the better.



Give: Give back; that's right, even if it was your first time out you can give back to move forward
causes that effect others. And in doing so you give yourself a big emotional boost, banish those
blues and help others. What a triple play! There are many womens issues you could involve yourself in from helping those who are the victims of domestic violence, to womens health issues, to
women in shelters (many times with their children). There are many other trans-persons near you
who are homeless out of a job or who knows what? Reach out to them in some way to help them
out. We may not always agree with each other, but we do need to support each other.
This isn't fantasy, it's your life.so live it, have fun and if you get the blues, remember to
LOOK - CHAT - PLAN - GIVE!
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FIRST EVENT 2012 ACTIVITIES

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18

9 am - 5 pm
Tiffany’s Closet: Reborn to be Reworn
7 pm—9 pm
Open Pool Party

THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
8 am - 9 am
Continental Breakfast

9 am - 5 pm
Tiffany’s Closet: Reborn to be Reworn
12 pm - 5 pm
Day of Beauty
10 am - 5 pm
Movie Marathon
6 pm - 7 pm
New Attendee Mixer
8 pm - 10 pm
Cabaret Show “Together Again for the First Time”
By
John Warrener
10:00 pm - 1 am
DJ Greg Fabulous Dancing In the lounge

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20

8 am - 9am
Continental Breakfast
9 am - 5 pm
Tiffany’s Closet: Reborn to be Reworn
12 pm - 1:00 pm
Feminine Dining Comportment at Sophia’s Restaurant
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FIRST EVENT 2012 ACTIVITIES Cont.
6 pm -7 pm
Vendor Cocktail Party (Vendor Area)
7 pm - 10 pm
Mexican Buffet & Fashion Show
By Luca Avery & Joanna Roche with
M.C. Leah Mcfly and stylist Amanda Sonnenfeld
5 pm - 7 pm
Trans-Masculine Pool Party
10:00 pm - 1 am
DJ Greg Fabulous Dancing In the lounge

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
8 am - 9 am
Continental Breakfast

9 am - 5 pm
Tiffany’s Closet: Reborn to be Reworn (Patriot Room)
12 pm - 1 pm
FtM Luncheon Salon A
3 pm - 5 pm
PIP Tea - Concierge lounge - 6th floor
6 pm - 10 pm
Frances J. Cardullo Annual Banquet
Featuring Keynote Speaker Rep. Carl Sciortino
Including a performance by
All the Kings Men
10:30 pm - 1 am
DJ Greg Fabulous Dancing In the lounge

SUNDAY, JANUARY 22

8 am - 12 pm
Buffet Brunch at Sophia’s Resturant
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Thursday Day of Beauty
A Sampling of Pampering
Leah Savage, Complementary Health Care
Acupressure/Sufi Heart Centered Spiritual Healing/Energy Healing

Lily from Zia Day Spa & Salon
Hair

Stephanie Meyers-Roche, Muscle Medics
Therapeutic massage

Natasha Savoy, My Changing Room
Makeovers

Traci Masurak, Zia Day Spa & Salon
Brow shaping/waxing, lip buff exfoliation treatment

Sylvia Caruso, Wigs by Sylvia
Wig Styling

Shannon Macpherson, Zia Day Spa & Salon
Mini-manicures (shape nails, hand massage, paint nails)

Andrea Ziff, My Changing Room
Style & Wardrobe Consultation

Cabaret Show “Together Again for the First Time”
By

John Warrener
An entertaining evening of song, comedy and audience participation
John Warrener, owner of the Glamour Boutique, comes to First Event in a brand new role. John has
adapted his dinner theatre show that he did 20 years ago for a revival Thursday night. In "Together
Again for the Very First Time" he assumes a whole new personna as he shares many of his favorite
songs with his audience. Making their debut in the show will be the GLAMOUR SHOWGIRLS. In addition to the music, there will be comedy and audience participation.
Added special for this year's show is a new segment called GUESS THAT SHOWGIRL. Several members of the audience will be invited to play this game show with prizes going to the winners. Guess
which girl goes to the clues given about their likes and dislikes
Please join John as he brings his biggest dream to life in what he hopes will be entertaining evening
for the many participants of this year's First Event. . Songs plus some comedy and a good deal of audience involvement along with some surprises should make this an unusual but enjoyable evening.

Fabulous Friday Fashion Show
“The Fashion Show is, first and foremost, an affirmation of self and the beauty within all of us. This year we are particularly
lucky to have the participation of so many guys in the show. Special thanks to Luca, who has worked so hard to make this a
reality. As each lady or gent steps onto the runway, they share that inner spirit with you. Please show your support for them
with encouraging applause.
The success of this show is also due to the talents and efforts of many individuals. First, of course, are the lovely ladies and
wonderful men who participate by walking the runway. What you see could not be done, however, without the backstage
support of the makeover and hair specialists as well as the vendors who provide the outfits being worn. These individuals are
gems in the T Community because they are there for us.
Please show your appreciation by thanking them and patronizing them whenever possible.:
Stylist: Amanda Sonnenfeld
Clothing: Florence’s Fashions, Glamour Boutique, Buffalo Exchange
Makeup: Natasha of My Changing Room, Scarlett of Scarlett’s Sexy Makeovers, Brittanya Grace Heavens
We’re happy this year to have the talented DJ & performer Leah McFly as MC of our show.
Thank you for attending this year's Fashion Show and ENJOY!!!”

18

Tiffany Club of New England

First Event 2012

Saturday Night
All The Kings Men
All The Kings Men (ATKM), The Comedic, Gender-Bending Performance Troupe, have been
bringing their wholly electrifying, neo-vaudevillian brand of entertainment from their home base
in Boston to hundreds of venues from Los Angeles to London since April of 2002. Their everchanging show features six prolific performers, Katie Allen, Julee Antonellis, Leighsa Burgin, Jill
Gibson, Maria Kogan and Karin Webb, who collectively play between thirty and fifty genderbending characters per performance. In June of 2011, they were newly honored as six of GO
Magazine’s 100 Women We Love.Performing to sold out crowds and standing ovations, this
award-winning ensemble incorporate a melange of pop-cultural satire, dance, scene work, storytelling, socio-political commentary, burlesque, multi-media, comedy and drama into their hard to
describe work. Three parts Tracey Ullman, a punch of Carol Burnett, and a pint of Jim Carrey,
their performances will have you laughing long and loud. These Victor/Victorias hold a mocking
mirror to the construction of identity through destabilising the popular perception of gender
boundaries; they strike at the heart of gender issues with performances as poignant as they are audacious. All The Kings Men seek to create unique and moving experiences that educate, engage,
and entertain your face off! In their short history, ATKM have been honored to perform on a host
of legendary stages including The Stonewall Inn in New York City, The Stella Adler Theater in
Los Angeles, The New Players Theater in London, and The Art House Theater in Provincetown.
They are also a favorite at many institutes of higher learning including Yale University, Smith
College and MIT. Pride events include Boston, Rhode Island and the largest pride celebration in
North America, Toronto.

Partners in Process Program
Darlene Ginsberg - Spouse
A couple of points about PiP. PiP isn't about the process, it isn't about Trans101 – the conference offers many
seminars for the transgender individual.
PiP is about partners focusing on their own needs, wants and desires. As many have said, someone who's trans
has to be selfish, to put themselves first to get through it. Unfortunately, this has a huge impact on relationships. PiP is a place for partners to focus on themselves, how they feel and what they want and need from the
relationship. But most importantly it's a safe place for people, whether partners of FtoMs or MtoFs, crossdressers or transsexuals, to express their joys, pain, suffering, and hurt.
As women, we are taught to take care of everyone else, to put their needs first, often to the neglect of ourselves. PiP is a place for partners to focus inward, take care of themselves, and in so doing, help their relationships. Male spouses are also welcome.
PiP is run as a series of support seminars with a focus on the general relationship, sexuality, or as a support
group w/ Dr. Evan Eyler. But mostly, it's a daylong outpouring of joy and pain, tears and laughter.. This isn't a
subject people feel comfortable talking about with their family and friends, so most are in isolation about it. Sharing with others who understand, who can help you find the path to joy in your relationship again, is what it's all
about.
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We would like to extend our sincerest thanks to all of our

First Event 2012 Elite Sponsors
Dr. Joel Beck
Dr. Robert Leonard
Dr. Toby Meltzer
Dr. Douglas Ousterhout
Dr. Peter Raphael
Dr. Kathy Rumer
Dr. Jeffrey Spiegel
Dr. Mark Zukowski
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
Anderson Clark:
Current research on potential, future reproductive strategies
for trans people
In this workshop, we will look at the current research with regard
to potential future fertility options for trans people with an emphasis on trans youth, as more trans people are coming out at
younger ages. With pre-adolescent trans youth and their parents
opting for puberty-blocking treatment regimens, we will consider
the implications of these treatments for post-transition procreation in adulthood. This workshop is meant as a follower to Dr.
Samuel Pang’s workshop Fertility Preservation Options.

childhood to one’s senior years. Members of your support team including primary care, endocrinology, surgery and other helping professionals will present their unique services and answer the audience’s
questions.
How to successfully transition in the workplace
Gender Specialist, Diane Ellaborn, LICSW will present guidelines for
successful coming out and transitioning at work. Transgender individuals will present their successes and challenges and answer questions
by participants. Please come and share your experiences as well.

Diane Ellaborn/Diane Ouellette/Joanna Frost:
Coming out to children, spouses and family as transgender
Transgender individuals will share their stories of coming out, and
Andy:
their family members will share their initial reactions and how they
FTM Chest Surgery Show and Tell
This workshop will provide the opportunity for attendees who
evolved to eventual acceptance. Diane Ellaborn, LICSW will present
have not yet had chest surgery to view a variety of results and for guidelines for telling your children at different ages and facilitate your
attendees who have already had chest surgery to share their resharing your stories and questions.
sults and experiences with others. Participant presentations will
be followed by the opportunity to ask questions. All FTMTransgender Children, Youth &Families – Part I
identified persons, SOFFAs, and trans-friendly professionals are A panel of transgendered children, youth and their parents will share
welcome to attend.
their personal stories, challenges and successes. Gender Specialist,
Diane Ellaborn, LICSW will present an overview of evaluation, treatGeneral FTM-Themed Discussion
This workshop will provide a safe, FTM-only space for all perment and psychoeducation of transgender children, youth and their
sons identifying on the transmasculine spectrum to discuss our
families, schools and communities.
unique issues and experiences.
Transgender Children, Youth & Families – Part 2
Transgender children, youth and their parents will separate into supAnne L. Boedecker:
The Hero's Journey: Finding Meaning in Your Mythic Story port groups to explore their unique needs, issues, challenges and sucOne of the challenges of the transgender experience is making
cesses. These groups will be facilitated by gender specialists.
meaning out of a life fraught with difficulty. This workshop will
help you connect your story to a larger Story - that of the Hero's
Dr. Beck:
Journey. We'll use the stages of the Hero's Journey to frame your
Surgical Refinement for the Transgender Patient
progress on your journey. Through writing and sharing you'll
During Dr. Beck’s lecture, you will be introduced to key points in his
explore the deeper meaning and higher purpose of your life.
philosophy and care of the transgender patient. By knowing the typical differences between the male and female bony structures of the
face, you will learn and become more familiar with surgical proceDenise LeClair:
dures that will soften, feminize and enhance your natural beauty.
Weighing Your Options
Gender is more than just black and white, the gender spectrum is Taking advantage of one’s facial assets, allows the patient to retain a
diverse and multicolored. Male, female, two-spirit, gender queer, sense of self while femininity is obtained. Dr. Beck understands that
agender, mahu, winkte, nahdleh, the possibilities are limitless.
each individual has different aesthetic desires and is able to work with
Once you have awoken from your gender slumber, how do you
the patient to develop a personalized individual surgical plan that fits
know your true color? You have more options than you may
the patient’s lifestyle. Because of Dr. Beck’s complex surgical trainthink. In this session, we explore your possibilities, and how you ing, more advanced surgical manipulation can also be obtained in
can get the information you need to make an informed decision. those who need more aggressive changes to the face and body. Our
Bay Area facility is an international hub for Feminization and Masculinization surgery. With Dr. Marci Bowers, the two surgeons are at
Diana Collins:
the forefront of holistic care for the transgender individuals. This will
Insuring there IS life after transition
"This presentation will cover the steps to take to insure a success- be touched on in addition to presenting before and after photos.
ful transition. Topics covered will include tips on coming out to
family and friends, dealing with workplace issues, and adjusting
Dr. Bershel:
to life in your chosen gender. The presenters experiences during
Dating Men (open to transwomen and transmen)
her own transition, as well the positive and negative experiences Originally growing up and viewing men as ugly, I began finding them
of others will be reviewed and discussed."
more attractive as I transitioned. i now consider myself bisexual with
a physical preference for men but a spiritual preference for women.
Transmen also find that their sexual preferences can change especially
Diane Ellaborn:
after going on testosterone. I will present my experiences in about 15
Your Transgender Team through the Lifespan.
Gender Specialist Diane Ellaborn, LICSW, will present an over- minutes and they are surprisingly interesting and varied. I then want
view of developmental needs for transgender individuals from
to open it up to a free-wheeling conversation so we can all learn from
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“It drofacialsurgery.com
tells it all about FFS”
Available for purchase at:
Amazon.com
In Office, with Autograph*

Soft Bound $55.00
Hard Bound $50.00

*To order a copy from our office, please call #415-626-2888
Shipping available in USA and Canada
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The Hair Studio and
Wig Salon
(781) 233-9787 5 Broadway, Saugus








JACQUELINE

LISETTE

Alan Eaton
Amore
Aspen
Dream USA
Esthetica
Henry Margu

PARISIENE

(Route 1S - South of the Christmas Tree Shop)








Imagination
Noriko
Raquel Welch
Renee of Paris
Revlon
Tressallure

POETRY
(LARGE)

HELENE
(LARGE)

ES & PERMANENT ATTACHMENTS FOR MEN & WOMEN
The Hair Studio and Wig Salon (WigsbySylvia) offers a large selection of custom and stock wigs, hairpieces, falls and other creative solutions for dealing with hair loss for both men and women. The wigs
shown represent only a sampling of our extensive line of wigs. We welcome you to visit our showroom and
meet with Sylvia, in person, for a free consultation
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WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
each other - our cautionary tales, our joys, fears and confusion as
we hopefully journey forward.

Bowers’ current MTF and FTM techniques, as well her recent relocation to San Mateo, CA. For MTF patients she will talk about her
one-stage vaginoplasty procedure. She will familiarize participants
with her procedures as well as show examples of recent outcomes.
Dr. Eyler:
Participants will also be informed of auxiliary MTF surgical offerTransmen and Aging: Middle and Older Adulthood
Health services for transmen have traditionally focused on the tran- ings (such as tracheal shave and labiaplasty). For FTM patients Dr.
sition process, with much less emphasis on health and wellbeing
Bowers will discuss some of the current dilemmas for FTM’s. She
during the remainder of the life course. This presentation will focus will provide information regarding hysterectomy and metoidioplason the healthcare and health planning needs of transmen in middle ty as well as ring metoidioplasty (metoidioplasty with urethral
and older adulthood, including end of life concerns. It is intended
lengthening). Dr. Bowers will answer specific questions after her
for transmasculine identified adults, particularly age 40 +, and their power point presentation. For the presentation, she will need a
partners and allies.
DLP projector and power point connection.
Dr. Gomez-Carrion:
Minimally Invasive Hysterectomy for FTMs
This workshop will focus on what to expect in the pre and post
operative periods. How do you prepare for surgery? What are the
challenges in the post surgery recovery period?

Dr. McGinn:
Get Real! Surgical Information for Trans Men
Not your average surgery pitch. A frank discussion about preparing
for and recovering from gender confirmation surgeries…no matter
who the surgeon. This talk will cover choosing a surgeon, preoperative advice, realistic post-operative expectations, pitfalls, and
sexual response. Topics include urethral extension, metoidioplasty,
Dr. Kathy Rumer:
phalloplasty, testicular implants, scrotoplasty, chest surgery, body
Meet Dr Kathy Rumer – Complete M2F and F2M Gender
contouring, and coordinating hysterectomy with other surgeries. Dr.
Alignment Surgical Specialist
This workshop is an introduction of Dr. Kathy Rumers' array of
McGinn will also discuss the offerings of Papillon Center and reGender Confirming Surgery procedures. Dr. Rumer will touch upon sults. Most useful: Trans Male considering surgery
both her M2F and F2M GRS, as well as her FFS, FMS and “Top
Surgery” techniques and show examples of recent outcomes. Dr.
Get Real! Surgical Information for Trans Women "Not your
Rumer will then open the floor for answering specific questions
average surgery pitch.
after her power point presentation, and will be available for compli- A frank discussion about preparing for and recovering from gender
mentary consultation while at the conference. Chloe Alison Prince confirmation surgeries…no matter who the surgeon. This talk will
[PINKessence.com / ABC Primetime] has recently joined Dr Rucover choosing a surgeon, pre-operative advice, realistic postmer as Director of Operations and Patient Liaison of outreach and
operative expectations, pitfalls, and sexual response. Dr. McGinn
support, and will be available to answer your questions from a Post- will also discuss the offerings of Papillon Center and results. Most
Op perspective.
useful for: Trans female considering surgery
Dr. Kristine James:
Dr. Melissa Johnson:
Sex on the Internet
Chest Wall Reconstructon, Breast Surgery
From long term relationships to one night stands; from the cyber
Describe what to expect preoperative evaluation.
creep factor and cyber snags to meaningful relationships; new
Discuss surgical options.
friends are waiting to meet you – but where are they? Let’s start our
Explain postoperative recovery process.
discussion by identifying what you are seeking in a long term or
short term relationship, then develop a dynamic profile that will get
Dr. Ousterhout:
the results that you desire and weed out the phonies. We will share
Masculinization of the Face in the FTM
together our desires, success and failure stories and identify the
Your desires for being recognized without a question as a male can
pitfalls of internet dating.
be assisted by looking more masculine. Perhaps you would like to
appear masculine without the need for a mustache or beard. I will
be presenting my experience in improving the facial masculine apThoughts on Running a TG Support Group
Dr. James will discuss what's worked and not worked about running pearance in over 80 males. Pre and Postoperative results will be
a TG Support Group from different points of view. Several experi- shown. Dr Ousterhout will be available for private consultations.
ences will be brought up for discussion and attendees are invited to
Facial Feminization Surgery
talk about or ask questions about their support groups. We can al- "Dr Ousterhout will present his philosophy regarding facial feminiways learn new things no matter if you are already involved in a
zation based on the anatomical bony differences between the male
support group or want to start one.
an female skulls. There will be discussions also about soft tissue
surgery such as facelifts, breast augmentation, etc. Photographic
results of pre and postoperative surgical patients will be shown.
Dr Ousterhout will also be available after the presentation for priDr. Marci Bowers:
GRS: MTF and FTM Surgical Perspectives and Innovations vate consultations.
This program is designed to help participants gain knowledge of Dr.
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transgendered patient looking to transition or the cross-dressing patient looking to present their best in both male and female personas.
The Zukowski Center exclusively performs complimentary lymphatic
massage postoperatively and has an aggressive face and body skin
care protocol and cosmeceutical line of skin products to further enhance your surgical results. Past patients will be available for you to
talk to both after his lecture and in an open house forum on Saturday
Dr. Samuel Pang
Reproductive options and preservation of fertility for trans afternoon. To arrange to speak to the doctor or one of his past patients either at the conference or afterwards in a phone consultation,
people
Procreation may not be a topic that is foremost in the minds of
call his office at 847-853-8869 in advance and speak to Michelle.
transgender individuals, and may not be an option after a
Time slots fill up fast. Don’t miss this opportunity to learn more
transgender individual has completely transitioned. If
about our comprehensive full face and body approach for your transitransgender individuals would like to have the opportunity to
tion, or to look the best you can in both of your personas and reverse
procreate, they need to plan ahead and take steps to preserve their any aging changes so as to insure a lifetime of youthful, refreshed and
procreative potential prior to transitioning. Dr. Pang will discuss naturally feminine beauty.
some of the options available to transgender individuals who
would like to be able to have genetic offspring.
Dr.Leonard:
Hair Restoration, The Final Touch In Your Transformation
People who have taken the serious, difficult, and expensive steps to
Dr. Spiegel:
transition have usually gone through many months to years of deciFFS: Maximizing Results
Dr. Spiegel will review the goals and methods of facial feminiza- sion-making, counseling, medical therapy, and surgical procedures.
tion surgery. Post-operative photos will be shown. There will be a Very often, however, they are left with a hair status that remains unacdiscussion of what procedures are available, how to maximize
ceptable. Once the facial reconstruction is complete, the breasts have
results, risks, and how new technologies and advances have albeen addressed, and the application of make up, gender-appropriate
lowed for improving structural changes to bone. Since 2004 Dr.
clothing, et cetera have been fine tuned, now they are left with hair is
Spiegel has performed well over 500 FFS procedures! During
still just not right. Hair pieces and wigs just won’t do it….THE FISCC, Dr. Spiegel is happy to answer any questions and will be
NAL TOUCH in one’s transformation is restoration of their genderproviding complimentary consultations for any interested guests. correct hair. This is where I come into your transformation. I meet
Contact us at 617-566-3223 or Katie@drspiegel.com.
with you, evaluate your hair situation as it currently is, and then we—
together—decide on a surgical plan that will be appropriate for you.
Some patients have had a forehead-lowering procedure that has left
Dr. Toby Meltzer:
Female to Male Genital Reconstruction Surgery, Chest Sur- scarring along the hairline which is unacceptable; others have a receded “male-pattern” hairline, which is inappropriate for a woman; yet
gery, Revision/Repair Surgery, Body Contouring
PowerPoint presentation discussing current surgical techniques,
others have a bald spot in the crown, which just will not do for a
discussion of procedures, risks and complications, before and
woman. Heck, most genetic men don’t like it either! Creating a femiafter photos, question and answer time as well as individual one nine hairline or filling in thin areas or closing up a bald area in the
on one visits. You may contact our office at 866-876-6329 if you trans patient is, indeed, the final touch for them to comfortably live
wish to schedule a one on one visit
their lives as they would like. My presentations describe the causes of
hair loss, its medical and surgical treatments, and my approach for the
Male to Female Genital Reconstruction, Facial Feminization, transgender patient.
Breast Augmentation, Body Contouring
Elliott Ruggles:
PowerPoint presentation discussing current surgical techniques,
Knowledge is Power:
discussion of procedures, risks and complications, before and
Connecting theory to trans lives and trans lives to theory This workafter photos, question and answer time as well as individual one shop will look at recent trends in sexuality studies that affect queer,
on one visits. You may contact our office at 866-876-6329 if you trans, and gender-nonconforming people and engage participants in a
wish to schedule a one on one visit.
discussion of the relevance of these theories to their daily lives. Specifically, the facilitator will focus on the intersections of sex, gender,
and sexual orientation, and present the history of how these concepts
Dr. Zukowski:
Individual Advanced Techniques for Global Face, Body & became conflated with one another in contemporary Western culture.
Questions addressed include: Why are children with gender nonconHair Feminization in the TG and CD Patient
Dr. Zukowski will be presenting his state-of-the-art 21st century forming behaviors assumed to grow up “gay”? Why has there been so
individualized surgical options for global one-step face, breast
much tension and overlap between the trans* and gay/lesbian commuand body feminization including advanced endoscopic techniques nities? Why might ‘straight’ folks have such a hard time acknowledgof forehead feminization, ultrasonic body sculpting with large
ing their own gender nonconformity? Time will also be given for a
volume fat augmentation to the buttocks (Brazilian buttock lift), reflection of these trends in people’s daily lives, and will work toas well as micrograft hair restoration to create the perfectly femi- wards an empowering discussion of how we can use this knowledge
nine hairline. These techniques are applicable for the
to create a world more inviting to our own realities.
Dr. Raphael/Dr. Dulin:
FtM - top surgery, body contouring, bottom surgery
MtF – Facial feminization, breast augmentation, body contouring,
gender-reassignment surgery MtF – facial feminization, breast
augmentation, body contouring, gender-reassignment surgery
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LOCATION GUIDE FOR VENDORS AND WORKSHOPS
Patriot Room - 2nd Floor











A& A Laser
Bay Area Aesthetic Surgery
Dr. Kathy Rumer
Dr. Mark Zukowski
Dignity of Boston
Edward F. Connelly CPA, Inc
Fenway Health
Glamour Boutique
Human Rights Campaign Foundation (HRC)









IFGE
Keshet
Leonard Hair Transplant
Mass. Equality
MKT Productions
Mass. Transgender Political
Coalition (MTPC)
NETA & Independent Living
Ctr of North Shore & Cape
Anne, Inc
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Prism LGBT Health
Salem State
Satori World Medical
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Grace Stevens / Cullen McManus:
Round Table: Sharing Transition Journeys
After a planning session for FE12, Cullen (FTM) and Grace (MTF)
were chatting and sharing some of their own transition experiences,
and had an AHA! moment. Wouldn’t it be great if we had a workshop at FE12 where we could have others join in this sharing. For
many of us, on our transition journeys, our sharing is with people
who do not necessarily have or can understand some of our feelings
and the choices we have made. This workshop is intended to invite
people who have transitioned to share their own unique adventures
on their transition journeys with others on their own similar (but
surely not identical) journeys. The power of sharing stories is well
established, and this roundtable is hoping to reinforce that for those
of us who have transitioned, we are truly not alone The roundtable
is open to all and will be facilitated by Cullen and Grace.
Gunner Scott:
Know Your Rights/The State of Trans Civil Rights
Transgender communities deal with a myriad of issues created by
flawed policies, ignorance, and the binary gender system, much of
which can be addressed through grassroots advocacy work. This
workshop will provide a summary of the legal protections afforded
to cross dressers, transgender, transsexual, and genderqueer people
at the local, state and federal levels. We'll also consider the work
that still needs to be done, and discuss the ways in which ongoing
education and policy efforts are essential to making sure that positive laws and policies make a real difference in peoples' lives.
J. D. Ackermann:
Transgressing The Triple X: A Survey of Trans and Gender
Queer Porn
While porn has not always been a welcoming and entirely respectful place for folks with trans and non-gender normative bodies, in
recent years smart, sexy queers have infiltrated the adult industry –
and they are showing it like it is! Bringing real trans and gender
queer bodies to the silver screen, these sex-positive studios are taking down the curtains and give us a chance to see these deliciously
hot bodies in action, having super steamy, real sex. And lucky you,
sex educator and porn industry professional J.D. Ackerman is offering a look that XXX activity! This enticing 18+ workshop features
clips from some of the most exciting trans and queer movies out
there – including trans-masculine, trans-feminine and gender queer
representation. Sexy, fun and informative, this workshop allows
attendees to take in the experiences with their community and
friends in a safe space and end with an engaging facilitated conversation.
Jackie Euell:
Friends of Bill W.
"I would be interested in putting an AA or otherwise open 12 step
meeting on the schedule. I can open the meeting following the
standard AA pre-amble and then have a sober speaker chosen to
share a 15 minute opening followed by 45 minutes of open discussion. It technically is not a workshop because AA has no leaders.
Anyone familiar with 12 steps would know what to expect while at
the same time, the meeting is open to all.
Jackson and Kristopher Schultz:

Having Sex Beyond the Binary: Transmasculine Sexualities
Trans sexualities are often fluid, complex and difficult to define.
This interactive workshop will present information about transmasculine safer-sex practices, relearning the body during and after
transition, and maintaining or regaining sexual intimacy with yourself and partner(s). Get advice on sexual pleasure during all stages
of transition (including hormonal and pre, post or non-operative).
Learn from the experiences of fellow FTMs and trans-masculine
people. Partners and friends welcome! Required Equipment (other
than that which was given)
Jessica Mink:
True Names: How We Select Our Own Name
Transgendered people get to select their own names. This can be
both a burden and a blessing. Each of us picks our name(s) for a
different reason: Should my new name be a variant of my old
name? Do I somehow incorporate my old name? Do I change my
last name? Do I care if the name is the same as people I know
well? This is for people who are just starting out, as well as people
who are using their new name all of the time. We can both tell our
stories and learn from others.
Joan Stratton:
You're Not Alone
You’re Not Alone is a support group for anyone who feels that their
assigned gender does not match how they feel about themselves. It
is a place for these people to share their challenges and their successes. For those who are just starting to examine their identities, it
is a source of support from others who have been examining their
identities for a little, or a long time. For those who have been, or
are considering living their lives in a manner congruent with their
internal identity, the group provides a safe place to talk about their
issues, and a sense of community so that they will truly not feel
alone.
Joanna Frost:
Psychological Trauma The Correlation of Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder in the Transgender Population
This workshop will explore the symptoms associated with unresolved grief, loss, discrimination, and abuse. Participants will be
able to share their own experiences in the safety of this session.
Successful coping strategies and treatment modalities will be discussed. An overview of Eye Movement Desensitization and Reprocessing will be discussed as a successful treatment intervention for
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder. I have decided to Transition - Now
What? Making the Best of a Difficult Situation Because transition
does not happen in a vacuum, this workshop delves into what is
involved in this life-shifting journey. While the internal struggle
one experiences is now resolved, the external ones have just begun.
Issues like family, friends, career/livelihood, supports and long term
financial issues will be explored. To transition should not equate
with loss of social connections, career, and security.
Joanna Frost/Dianne Ouellette:
Middle Way Living Contentedly between the Binary or Double
Your Pleasure, Double Your Fun
This workshop will investigate how individuals navigate the binary.
Specifically, it will invite participants to share their personal perspectives on how they found their place on the gender spectrum.

32

Tiffany Club of New England

First Event 2012

"Femme Voice and Communication Coach"

First Event 2012

Tiffany Club of New England

33

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
Strategies and methods used to achieve emotional tranquility and
gender happiness will be discussed. Further, the concept of balance
and harmony as it relates to your place on the gender spectrum will
be explored.
Kelly Novak:
Trans-Yada: Beyond the Binary
"Boys will be girls and girls will be boys, but is there anything in
between? Not everyone identifies as male OR female—some have
gender identities that are both, neither, fluid, or in-between. A strict
adherence to one gender role is no longer required to obtain treatment or respect from the gatekeepers, so come and explore the
brave new world of gender freedom and share your experiences.The
new WPATH Standards of Care: What this means for you The
Standards of Care for TS and TG people have been changed for the
first time in ten years. Some of these changes are major. How does
this affect your quest to be treated for Gender Dysphoria? What
was the WPATH Revision Committee thinking? What are your
thoughts and concerns?
Kevin Poling:
High Quality Gender Reassignment Surgery at Affordable
Prices – Satori World Medical
Satori World Medical's Global Transgender Program offers individuals access to a high quality network of US and international hospitals and highly trained gender reassignment surgeons, at significant
cost savings of up to 30-50% on surgical procedures. Satori provides all travel and related services to make this transition as stress
free as possible. Satori has contracted with the top gender reassignment surgeons around the world, such as Dr. Preecha in Bangkok,
Thailand and Dr. Brassard in Montreal, Canada. In the United
States we work with Dr. Beck, feminization plastic surgeon, in San
Mateo, California.
Kristin Edwards:
Beginning and Advanced Concepts in Electrolysis
This session will explore the latest advances in the modalities of
electrolysis from the prospective of relevant literature and experienced based findings in the field of electrology. State of the art
modalities and techniques in electrolysis will be discussed. Options
and Factors of safety will also be addressed when it comes to
choosing 2 on 1 electrolysis for quicker outcomes when it comes to
achieving permanent hair removal.
Lana Moore:
Facing Fear and Uncertainty
Understanding and exploring our transgender nature is an important part of our being. Some may want to express themselves
only part time; others may seek a path that will lead to a full transition; while still others may have goals unique to your own lives.
Whatever the case, the mountains ahead of us aren’t going away
and it is often our own fears that are the only thing stopping us from
reaching the top. Lana Moore presents this inspirational workshop
on how she used what she has learned about facing fear on the
emergency scene and how she adapted it to climb more than one
“mountain” in her life and found success. She will explain how she
managed obstacles and avoided pitfalls and setbacks when they
looked to undermine her journey--a journey that led her to becoming a fire officer. The same journey that detoured into a battle with
and the eventual conquering of addiction and finally a journey that
has led her to gender transition on-the-job as a large city fire cap-

tain, something she once thought impossible. Be a part of this seminar with Lana. Find out how she learned to conquer her fears and in
turn change her future and how you can change yours too.
Leeza Edwards:
Trans-spirituality
Gender journey giving way to one of spirit Many throughout history and today, called by many names, live in a richer domain free of
conditioned gender norms. Modern culture know of them conceptually as gender-queer/variant, transsexual, transgender, intersexed or
two-spirit. Rarely is there an understanding beyond the labels. So
this will be an open dialog about a precious and courageous journey
of transformation and transcendence. Along the way, we'll offer a
greater vision for those whom this dialog is about. To the world at
large we offer that our existence is as real as yours, our gifts are
many and all that's required is that you be open to receiving them.
Topic list includes: The universality of transformation, nothing is
static Where is gender located? Mind, chromosomes, hormones,
genitals? Call me by my correct names, our history and mythology
Two-spirit, ancestry lineage and our native tongues Identities, self
created and implied A collective shift, from curse to blessing The
voice of integrity, language tells the tale I'm not my body, greater
self-awareness Beyond the gender binary, the last taboo is broken
Responsibilities of today's agents of transformation, our legacy
Michelle Pinard:
Chaotic Kiss: Transcending Gender Boundaries in Comics
In this panel, I have a PowerPoint presentation on my art studio,
who we are, and what we stand for. It also contains a brief discussion on the characters and a highlight of the GLBT issues my series
contains. The last third of the panel is where I discuss gender issues
in anime and manga (Japanese Comics) over all, then I like to take
Q&A. I have presented this panel at Transcending Boundaries Conference 2010 and First Event 2011 (Both are GLBT Cons)
Monica Prata:
Successful Shopping For Your Most Feminine Silhouette
Let’s make shopping fun, and not stressful! Learn how to accentuate your most feminine features while skillfully disguising the masculine. Professional stylist Monica Prata teaches you the tricks of
the trade; where to shop and what to look for using live models and
lots of audience participation. Learn about the proportional differences in the male vs. female body and just what you can do to make
your shape look it’s absolutely most feminine! Discover which
blouse shape best disguises broad shoulders, to which shoe styles
will actually make your feet appear smaller. Monica Prata answers
your questions and shares her secrets!
Feminine Dining Deportment
Dining while expressing feminine poise, posture and mannerisms
can be a difficult feat. Join the table and dine “en-femme” with
Monica Prata as she hosts her interactive “Feminine Dining Deportment” seminar. Enjoy a tasty Bistro lunch and put your skills to test
while learning through live models as Monica Prata demonstrates
the innate difference between male and female dining mannerisms
and shares with you, her simple secrets to being more feminine
while dining.
Natasha Savoy:
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About Face – Sharing the Alchemy of Makeup
About Face – Sharing the Alchemy of Makeup – an intimate sharing of the joys and power of makeup. A repeat of my makeup class
which includes basic makeup techniques, color theory & tips for
transition makeup. “ Also demonstrations with attendees, product
review and discussion.
Rebecca Shafir:
Voice Feminization Training: A Safe and Natural Approach to
Acquiring Your Best Voice
Rebecca Shafir is a speech/language pathologist, former opera singer and voice feminization coach will describe the process of voice
transitioning – how one gets started, the training process, methods
to avoid, and some helpful suggestions for those who want to get
started. Rebecca will demonstrate and describe the most effective
voice therapy approaches including voice analysis, computerized
feedback, sensory training and mind/body voice training strategies.
She provides voice feminization training in Sudbury and West
Newbury (on the North Shore) in Massachusetts. Contact her at
RebeccaShafir@att.net or visit: www.mc.com/transgender.htm
Robert Lapointe:
Transgendered Divorce
One half of marriages end in divorce. Having a transgendered partner can add to the stress of a marriage and can increase the chances
of a divorce. What should you know in advance? How can you
protect yourself and still be fair to your partner? Is your marriage
still valid after a transition? How will the gender issues affect the
results of the divorce terms? What should I do before I get married?
What can you expect during a divorce? Even if you don’t think you
will get divorced, this seminar may be useful to you and your partner Driving as yourself (Driving While Dressed ) Whether it will be
the first time driving as you preferred gender or you have years of
experience, you can benefit from this seminar. We will help you
deal with the anxiety of your first time dressed behind the wheel,
what you need to be prepared, and how to handle various situations
like accidents, dealing with other people, being pulled over by the
police and your rights should you be ticketed or arrested for driving
under the influence.

into care with the Fenway Health Trans Health Program, including
the process for clearance for hormone treatments and the range of
current treatments available and descriptions of the current service
providers. The session will present information on the recently published studies from The Fenway Institute (TFI) on health risks in
trans populations and will provide an overview of current research
studies within the trans communities that are being conducted at
TFI.
Ruben Hopwood:
Transgender Suicide Prevention and Education
This workshop is a basic training in suicide risks and signs. It is
intended for participants who are NOT trained in mental health,
medical, or other direct care services that involve assessing suicidality of clients. This training will review common factors that may
lead to suicide attempts in trans populations and ways to ask people
about suicidality, get support, and refer suicidal people help. The
training will show a short video of scenarios and allow some short
discussion and questions and answers on ways to ask people about
suicidality and refer them for support.
Savannah Jackson:
A personal and practical look at living a full and rewarding life
in both genders
A personal and practical look at living a full and rewarding life in
both genders. Tips will be shared on how to successfully manage
your emotions, appearance, attitude, outlook, professional and social lives.

Tony Ferraiolo:
Artistic Expressions of Transgender Youth
Transgender youth have a voice that is rarely heard. Through artwork, trans youth can give voice to their experiences and feelings.
Artistic Expressions of Transgender Youth is a unique workshop
presented by Tony Ferraiolo, CPC. Tony shares with his audience
his one-on-one experiences working with transgender youth and the
realization that trans youth don’t have gender identity issues --- it is
often everyone around them who has an issue with their gender
identity. The workshop will showcase a slide show of actual drawings created by members of Tony's youth groups, Translation and
Create Yourself. The drawings are the artistic expressions of anRobyn B. Gigl:
Both Sides Now – When the Transitioning Employee Is Also the swers to questions like “Draw what anger feels like,” and “What
makes you sad?
Employer
A discussion of the practical and legal issues involved in transitioning in the workplace as told from both the impacted employer side
Tre’Andre Valentine:
and the transitioning employee side. The presentation includes a
Partner Abuse in LGBTQ Communities with particular focus
how to guide to assist a business in navigating the impact on staff,
on Transgender and gender non-conforming communities
clients and the bottom line when a key employee transitions in the
In this interactive workshop we will explore the issue of partner
workplace. Woven through this discussion is a practical guide for
abuse (also sometimes known as domestic violence or intimate partthe transitioning employee on how to face not only the social, legal ner violence) in LGBQ/T communities. You will be introduced to
and personal issues encountered on a daily basis both in and out of
the definitions, myths/facts and dynamics of partner abuse in our
the workplace, but also how to work cooperatively with the emcommunities. You will learn about the barriers LGBQ/T survivors
ployer to assist in making the transition go as smoothly as possible. experience when trying to seek help, how to identify tactics of
abuse, the connections between partner abuse and oppression, and
how to best support the survivors in our lives.
Ruben Hopwood and Sari Reisner:
Trans Care and Research at Fenway Health
This is an information session on trans services and care at Fenway
Health. This session will include a description of the steps to get
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Learning about ourselves and our community is part of First Event 2012. Here we list as many of
our speaker's bios as we can. Our speakers volunteer their time at First Event to educate, inform,
challenge and motivate you to be who you are and all you are.
First Event 2012 Workshop Speakers' Bios
Andy (Green?) is a stealth, gay male-identified FTM who medically transitioned in the mid-1990s. He was on the organizing committee for the 1997 FTMI conference and has attended and presented at numerous trans conferences, including FTMI, True Spirit,
Gender Odyssey, TCNE, and IFGE. He is also the author of the
FTM Passing Tips web site (www.ftmpassingtips.com). He lives in
New England with his husband and their cats.

body, and face. His technical skill, artistic sense, and sound judgment have earned him a reputation for providing his clients with
fresh, natural appearing results. Dr. Beck's extensive training includes research and clinical experience in Burn Surgery, a Fellowship in Craniofacial Surgery, and intensive Plastic Surgery and Reconstructive training. While Bay Area Aesthetic Surgery is almost
entirely dedicated to aesthetic procedures, Dr. Beck's background in
Microsurgery and Reconstructive Surgery give him a powerful asAnderson Clark, PhD. is a research scientist trained as a reproduc- pect on anatomy, spatial relationships, and healing - all critical
tive biologist with a focus in andrology. He has worked in the bio- components of a great cosmetic result. Dr. Beck has developed
tech and pharmaceutical industries in the Boston area for 13 years, empathy, compassion, and a gentle approach as a result of treating
conducting research in the areas of fertility and oncology. A
those with devastating malformations and trauma. His ability to
transgender man, his activities in the community have included the form connections with aesthetic patients puts them at ease and alplanning of the Transmasculine Track of programming for First
lows a comfortable exchange of ideas and information throughout
Event 2010 and 2011 (acting as organizing co-chair for the 2011
the course of treatment.
conference) and he is currently on the board of directors of Gay &
Lesbian Advocates & Defenders (GLAD).
Deborah Bershel, MD. I am a family physician in Somerville,
MA. I transitioned from male to female in June 2006 and have
Anne L. Boedecker, PhD is a licensed clinical psychologist and a many transgender patients in my practice.
Senior Gender Specialist. She has been an ally and advocate of the
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender community for over 30
Marci L. Bowers, MD. is a pelvic and gynecological surgeon with
years. She has helped dozens of transgender clients discover and
over 22 years experience. Since establishing her practice in legendexpress their true self.
ary Trinidad, Colorado she has performed nearly 900 primary Genital Reassignment Surgeries. Dr. Bowers has relocated to San
Diana Collins is 56 years old, and transitioned in May, 2010. She Mateo, California. She has been the subject of numerous documenhas been married for 28 years, has two adult children and lives in
taries and features including appearances on Oprah, CBS Sunday
Bergen County, New Jersey. As of today Diana has been employed Morning and Discovery Heath.
by the same company for the past 7 years. Diana’s transition at
work was a very positive experience, as has been every aspect of
Christine McGinn, MD. is a board certified plastic surgeon whose
her life since. She works in a sales role for a computer software
formal training was tailored specifically to transgender surgery in
company based in Burlington, MA. Diana is active in several TG
addition to all aspects of both General and Plastic Surgery. Since
support groups in the NY/NJ area and is secretary and webmistress her own transition in 2000, she has been an activist and speaker on
of PathwaysTG.org.
many aspects of gender variant issues. She is frequently called upon by television and print media as an expert in her field. Recent
Diane Ellaborn is a Gender Therapist with over 30 years expericontributions include an appearance on “The Oprah Winfrey Show”
ence. She is a NASW Board Certified Diplomate in Clinical Social final season and guest editor of “The Science of Orgasm” and “The
Work, a member of WPATH, formerly the Harry Benjamin Interna- Orgasm Answer Guide”. She is the founder of Papillon Gender
tional Gender Dysphoria Association (HBIDGA), and a past elected Wellness Center; a comprehensive gender support “co-op” that inBoard of Director’s Member of IFGE. Her practice includes evalua- cludes many professional services in addition to Plastic Surgery.
tion and working with transgender individuals of all ages and their Dr McGinn is also active in teaching transgender issues at Universifamilies. As a licensed independent clinical social worker she has ties and Medical Schools. Her focus is not only on providing plasdeveloped a broad list of resources and referral sources for medical, tic and reconstructive surgery, but also to promote the importance
surgical, endocrinological and support services for her clients. She of a holistic approach to the care of gender variant individuals to
has presented and provided trainings on gender conditions and
include preventive medicine, research, community outreach, primatreatment locally and internationally. Diane can be reached at Diane ry care and therapeutic support systems. Of special interest to Dr
Ellaborn, LICSW at: 152 Edmands Road, Framingham Road, Fram- McGinn are long-term outcomes to gender confirmation surgery
ingham, MA 01701. (508) 788-5406 or at Ellaborn@aol.com
and contra- hormone therapy as they relate to improved quality of
Joel B. Beck, MD. is Board Certified in Plastic Surgery and brings life and sexual health for gender variant individuals. See more at
the highest standards of medical excellence to procedures of breast, www.DrChristineMcGinn.com
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Evan Eyler, MD, MPH has worked in transgender medicine
since 1995, and is currently Associate Professor of Family Medicine and Psychiatry at the University of Vermont College of
Medicine, Burlington, Vermont. Dr Eyler's books include Principles of Transgender Medicine and Surgery (The Haworth Press)
edited by R Ettner, S Monstrey, A E Eyler, and Gay, Lesbian,
Bisexual and Transgender Aging: Challenges in Research, Practice and Policy, edited by T M Witten & A E Eyler, soon to be
released by Johns Hopkins University Press.

Toby R. Meltzer, MD, PC graduated from LSU Medical School in
1983 and is board certified in both General and Plastic Surgery. He
is an active member of the American Society of Plastic Surgeons.
He started practicing at Oregon Health Sciences University in 1990
and began private practice in 1996 in Portland, Oregon. He moved
to Scottsdale, Arizona in 1993. He has privileges at Scottsdale
Healthcare Osborn Campus at the Greenbaum Surgery Center and
Scottsdale Healthcare Shea Campus. He has a private practice located in Central Scottsdale. Dr. Meltzer performs approximately
200 Genital Reconstruction Surgery (GRS) cases per year. He perDr. Gomez-Carrion is an Assistant Professor in Obstetrics &
forms both MTF and FTM genital reconstruction surgery, Facial
Gynecology at Harvard Medical School and Director of the OB/ Feminization, Body Contouring, Chest Surgery and repairs/
GYN Resident Surgical Service at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical revisions.
Center. She is a graduate of Columbia College of Physicians &
Surgeons and is board certified with the American Board of Ob- Douglas K Ousterhout, MD practice is located in San Francisco,
stetrics & Gynecology.
California where is a full time Professsor at UCSF San Francisco.
Board Certified Plastic Surgeon, member in at least 18 medical soKathy L. Rumer, D.O. Is a board certified plastic and reconcieties worldwide. Past President of the Maxillofacial Surgeons and
structive surgeon who specializes in cosmetic and reconstructive Pan Pacific Surgical Society. Founded one medical journal and was
surgery for Trans identified individuals. She is the founder of
on the Editorial Board of four plastic surgery journals. Has presentDelaware Valley Aesthetics (nka: Rumer Cosmetic Surgery),
ed and published scores of scientific papers. Published two books:
where she works with other specialists to provide the best possi- Aesthetic Contouring of the Craniofacial Skeleton and Facial Femible healthcare for her patients. She is on staff at a number of the nization Surgery. Which can be obtained thru our webbest hospitals in the Philadelphia area and has been named a
site:drofacialsurgery.com or amazon.com
Main Line “TOP DOC” in 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2011. She was
also named a Philadelphia Magazine “TOP DOC” for 2011. She Peter Raphael, M.D board certified by the American Board of
also serves as a fellowship site director for the Philadelphia Col- Plastic Surgery, is a graduate of the University of Dallas. He relege of Osteopathic Medicine, one of the only residency proceived his medical degree from the University of Texas Southwestgrams that trains surgeons in the art of gender variant cosmetic
ern Medical School in Dallas. After Dr. Raphael completed his genand reconstructive surgery. Finally, she is an active member of
eral surgery training at Methodist Medical Center in Dallas, he
WPATH and has served as an advocate for transgender individu- chose to enhance skills at the University of Texas Southwestern
als at a local and national level.
Medical Center, Department of Cardiovascular Surgery, in microsurgery research. Upon completion of this training, Dr. Raphael
Robert Thomas Leonard, Jr., D.O. Founder and Chief Surgeon accepted a Fellowship in Plastic Surgery at the University of Illiof Leonard Hair Transplant Associates, has been a leader in his
nois/Cook County Hospital, in Chicago, Illinois and afterward enfield for the last 25 years. He was the Founding Secretary and
tered into private practice specializing in Plastic and Reconstructive
then served as President of the International Society of Hair Res- Surgery in Plano, Texas.
toration Surgery. Dr. Leonard is one of the Pioneers in the specialty of hair transplant surgery who refined surgical techniques Samuel C. Pang, M.D. Medical Director at the Reproductive Scito their current state-of-the-art methods providing his patients
ence Center of New England (RSCNE), is subspecialty board certiwith virtually undetectable aesthetic results. Dr. Leonard has
fied in Reproductive Endocrinology. Prior to joining RSCNE in
treated patients who are transitioning since the late 1980’s. In
1993, he trained in reproductive endocrinology at UCLA. Under
addition to surgical restoration, Dr. Leonard is a firm believer in Dr. Pang’s current leadership, RSCNE is one of the largest and
prevention and, therefore, strongly recommends medical and low most successful in vitro fertilization (IVF) programs in the U.S. Dr.
level laser therapies to stop progression of continued hair loss.
Pang has been director of the Third Party Assisted Reproduction
Lastly, he has been treating patients below their hairlines as well program at RSCNE since 1997, serving couples who need to utilize
with minimally-invasive rejuvenation options with Botox CosIVF with donor eggs and/or a gestational surrogate to have children.
metic, Radiesse, Juvederm, and Sculptra. He offers complimen- He was a pioneer in helping gay male couples have children with
tary consultations at his offices in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, donor eggs and gestational surrogacy since 1998, and almost every
and New Hampshire.
male couple who has been treated at RSCNE has been successful.
Melissa Johnson, MD practicing Plastic Surgery for 11 years in
Springfiled, MA. Board certified in Plastic Surgery. Memebr of
ASPS, ASAPS, NESPRS and Massachusetts Society of PLastic
Surgeons.

Jeffrey Spiegel, MD is Chief of the Division of Facial Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery at the Boston Medical Center and holds
academic appointments in the Departments of Otolaryngology and
Head and Neck Surgery and Plastic Surgery at the Boston University School of Medicine. His practice specializes in Facial Feminiza-
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tion Surgery. He sees head and neck surgery and facial cosmetic
surgery patients in his new state-of-the-art facility in Chestnut Hill.

and post-intersectionality studies. He is a current employee of the
Dartmouth College Library system, the Vice President of Q-Scouts
and the co-founder of the Education Access Coalition.
Mark Zukowski, M.D., F.A.C.S. is a Northwestern-trained Board Jackson Shultz is pursing a master’s degree at Dartmouth College
Certified Plastic Surgeon who practices on the North Shore of Chi- in Globalization Studies. His research interests include transgender/
cago. He has an international cliental in face and body feminization transexual access to health care, global capitalisms, transwomen sex
and has been working with the gender community for 14 years. He workers, and transgender/ transexual sexual pleasure and health.
performs the full range of face and body feminization procedures as He is currently working on a documentary about transgender access
well as micrograft hair transplantation in order to create a full and
to healthcare services.
naturally feminine hairline. Dr. Zukowski specializes in proven
state-of-the-art technology such as endoscopic minimal scar techJ.D. Ackerman, M.Ed is a new media sex educator and sexuality
niques, suspension neck contouring, high speed burring for bone
writer with a Masters of Education in Human Sexuality. Not only is
sculpting and tracheal shaving, and large volume fat-grafting for
she a co-creator of ScrewSmart, Philly's own pleasure-based sex
buttock enhancement in order to provide safe, individualized, cost- education collective, she works online, creating a sex-positive comeffective, and high-quality results that he stands behind. He served munity with HotMoviesForHer.com, a video-on-demand adult
in the U.S. Navy attaining the rank of Commander at the Naval
movie site specifically for women. With a focus on pleasure educaMedical Center in Portsmouth, Virginia, and was in charge of the
tion and queer sexuality, J.D. spends her days making sure that evebusiest plastic surgery department of any military in the world. He ry person is experiencing the most pleasure they can, as well as
has an unparalleled depth of knowledge and experience in natal
baking, sewing, crafting and pretty much doing anything else that
male cosmetic surgery of the face and body. He is the author of
involves her hands.
over 30 articles and book chapters with an international reputation
in cosmetic plastic surgery of the face and body. For more inforJessica Mink I'm a scientist who has been slowly transitioning
mation about his practice, go to www.mlzukowskiffs.com.
from male to female for most of my life, a significant fraction of a
century, but it took me a long time to figure out the name which fit
Elliot Ruggles is a PhD Candidate in Human Sexuality at Widener the person I was becoming. As I approach a major turning point in
University. Although an academic nerd through and through, they my transition, legally changing my name and living as a woman all
are frequently frustrated by the ways in which the academy can feel of the time, I have thought a lot about how we chose names and
like a space divorced from the lived experience of the communities talked to lots of other people in the Tiffany Club, each of whom has
they hold dear. In that vein, Elliot seeks to bridge the gap between done it in a different way.
the classroom and community activism and encourage dialogue
between the two spheres as much as possible. When they are not
Joan M. Stratton, MSW has been active in the LGBT community
holed up under a pile of books slaving away on their dissertation,
for over 17 years. She has served on the boards of directors of the
they’re a social worker, running groups with people affected by
New Bedford Alliance of Gays Lesbians, and Supporters (AGLAS
opiate addiction, teen pregnancy and childhood sexual abuse
1994-98), the Fall River Area Lesbian and Gay Alliance (FRALGA
(respectively).
1999-2001), and most recently is co/chair of SouthCoast Equality in
New Bedford, MA. Joan has served as a volunteer at the InternaGunner Scott is a founding member and the Executive Director of tional Foundation for Gender Education, and the Tiffany Club of
The Massachusetts Transgender Political Coalition. He has been
New England, both located in Waltham, MA. She managed the
involved with the transgender rights movement for the last ten years Tiffany Club’s First Event in 2005 and 2006. In 2003, Joan reand is a nationally recognized activist, educator, and community
turned to school to complete her BA in sociology, and ultimately
organizer on LGBT health issues, LGBT partner abuse, and adher MSW, which she earned from Bridgewater State College in
dressing access issues for the transgender community. He is on the 2008. She presently facilitates the “You’re Not Alone”
Board of Directors for the Equality Federation, on the National
transgender support
group at the Tiffany Club of New
Board of Advisors for the National Center for Transgender Equali- England and is a clinician at High Point Treatment
ty, and a former Commissioner on the Massachusetts Commission
Center in New Bedford, MA.
for GLBT. He holds a BA in Liberal Arts from Goddard College,
where he completed an oral history project titled "Boston Area
Joanna Frost, MSW, LICSW is a psychotherapist, Licensed IndeTransgender Community Leaders and the ENDA Crisis."
pendent Clinical Social Worker and Gender Specialist. After a successful career as an entrepreneur, she transitioned in 1989. ReturnJackie E. I will have been sober in AA for 17 years at the time of
ing to academia she graduated from Trinity College in Hartford and
First Event 2012. I have dealt with my trans nature my entire life.
the Smith College School of Social Work in Northampton. A forThe most significant progress in getting to know myself came after mer Clinical Fellow at the Boston Institute for Psychotherapy, she
I got sober. (Jackie Euell - wishes to be presented as Jackie E.)
is a member of the Advocacy and Liaison committee of the World
Kristopher Shultz is pursuing a master’s degree in Culture Studies
Professional Association for Transgender Health (WPATH). Beat Dartmouth College. His research interests include LGBTQI
sides her work as a therapist she is an advocate for Transgender
homelessness, LGBTQI youth access to resources, queer theory,
Rights and a member of GLAD’s Transgender Rights Project
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Founders Circle. Joanna has over twenty years of experience in
issues of gender. Her private practice in Western Massachusetts
specializes in a full range of GLBTQ issues with adults, adolescents
and children. Further she treats a wide variety of other issues including PTSD, depression, chronic illness, anxiety, etc. Other services include letters for hormones, surgery and referrals. She can
be reached at Joanna Frost, LICSW at 700 Main St., Holyoke, MA
01040 (413) 534-3033 or at joannafrst@yahoo.com

banking and manufacturing, before forming her own consulting
business. She has presented business and financial seminars to over
175,000 people throughout the world as well as being an adjunct
professor at community colleges. Kristine started a publishing
company in 1983, which eventually grew to a major multi-division,
multi-national business over a sixteen-year span. It was sold in
2002 and still is in business. She is semi-retired, but still operates
her event planning and management company. Kristine has been
active in the trans Community since 1986 when she formed Cross
Dianne Ouellette, MSW, LICSW is a psychotherapist specializing Dressers International and the Greater New York Gender Alliance
in gender issues, with over fifteen years experience in issues relat- which is an organization representing all of the various groups in
ing to gender identity. She is a Licensed Independent Clinical Sothe Greater New York City community. She has been on the board
cial Worker, member of WPATH, formerly the Harry Benjamin
of directors, and on the executive committee of IFGE for a number
International Gender Dysphoria Association (HBIGDA), an elected of years where she served as Treasurer. She is the Executive DirecBoard of Director for Shore Alliance of Gay/Lesbian/Bisexual &
tor of TransEvents USA, Inc. www.transeventsusa.org
Transgender Youth (NAGLY). Her practice focuses on individuals
and their families coping with the full range of identity issues inLana Moore Captain Moore is a 30 year veteran of Columbus Dicluding cross-dressers and transsexuals. Services include referral
vision of Fire where she transitioned on the job in Dec 2008. She
evaluation for hormones, surgery, and other supportive services.
has been active in her local community as a co-facilitator of a local
Dianne can be reached at Dianne Ouellette, MSW, LICSW at: 25
peer-led TG support group and is the Moderator at North CongregaDonovan’s Way, Middleton, MA 01949 (978) 304-0572 or at Ditional United Church of Christ where she is an active member. For
anne@DianneOuellette.com. Her web site is
the past 3 years, Lana has volunteered as an administrator for the
www.DianneOuellette.com
popular on-line transgender social network PINKessence. She has
presented workshops at First Event, Colorado Gold Rush,
Kelly Novak is a senior engineer as well as a post-op. She has seen TransOhio, & SCC. Lana resides in Westerville, OH, and has two
quite a change in accessibility of transgender care in the past 30
teenage children.
years.
Leeza Edwards is spiritual teacher and author was born and raised
Kevin Poling is a seasoned customer service and travel profession- in the suburbs south of Atlanta Georgia. At the age of forty, while
al with over 20 years of experience in the global travel industry. He living in San Francisco, she experienced a sudden shift of conhas undergone extensive training, specializing in the art and science sciousness. An inner transformation so complete, she often deof customer relationship management. Mr. Poling also leads Satori scribes it as “an awakening... like a new-born child seeing life
World Medical’s Global Transgender Program. In this role, Mr.
through the lens of intense Love, so vibrant and absolutely present”.
Poling is responsible for the developing, coordinating and ensuring Leezaʼs new life journey would be one that included discovering
the highest quality of patient service for the program. Mr. Poling is what had taken place in that instant .Having no teacher nor guru to
highly involved in the LGBT community and has sponsored
conﬁde in, the following few years proved to be a profound process
Transgender Day of Remembrance in San Diego. He is a frequent
in ﬁnding balance of form and formlessness. As well as integrating
speaker at transgender conferences throughout the country such as the wisdom traditions of the East and the West. Immediately folSouthern Comfort, TransOhio and Be-All.
lowing this radical shift, many people would come seeking guidance. In 2008 while being with a friend who'd been diagnosed with
Kristin M. Edwards, P.M.A., C.P.E., C.L.T I am a practicing
cancer, she came to the realization that this would be her life's
board certified electrologist. I strive to participate in activities and work. A teaching had already started to take shape and evolved
continuing education that promote professional competence. Mem- slowly through small groups and personal spiritual guidance. That
ber, Colorado Association of Electrologists. Member- American
same year Leeza experienced what she calls “inspired writing”.
Electrology Association. My practice is located near Golden, Colo- Those writings eventually became the basis for the book “Art Of
rado above the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. Unlike many elecTransformation”. To be published in 2011. And it was through this
trologists,my practice adheres to all AEA infection control standprocess that a small journal came about, called “Seeds of Authentic
ards, and follows the most up to date methods of sterilization and
Expressions”. It turns out that this journal would be published ﬁrst.
sanitation.
She began a third book in early 2010 called “Art Of Self-inquiry”.
Date of publication is yet to be determined. In February 2011, LeeDr. S. Kristine Jame is a noted lecturer, educator, publisher and
za moved to Portland and continues to write, offer guidance, workmanagement consultant. She received her Bachelor of Science de- shops and retreats. Along with some other amazing people, she's
gree in Business Management, with a minor in Marketing and Eco- also in the process of creating a school principled in “consciousness
nomics from the University of Rochester, Rochester, N.Y., She
-based education” in Oregon. Leeza is a passionate spiritual teacher
holds a Master of Science degree in Management Information and with limitless patience and an amazing ability to bring serenity to
a Doctorate in Business Administration. Dr. James spent many
people as they experience tremendous crisis. Her guidance, speakyears employed by public and privately owned business in finance, ing engagements and community involvements have proven to be
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instrumental for many others to experience a deep sense of joy
and aliveness. Her life is dedicated to being the portal for others
to live their truth, to ﬁnd their lifeʼs purpose and to speak with the
“voice of authenticity”.
Michelle Pinard / MKT Procutions MKT Productions is a New
England based comic studio that specializes in stories about
transgender characters and issues. The debuting title, Chaotic
Kiss, has sold hundreds of copies since its premier in 2005.
Michelle is both the writer and the artist of Chaotic Kiss, and has
driven transgender acceptance in both the Japanese Animation
and Comic Book convention circuits. For more information, visit
www.chaotickiss.com!
Monica Prata is a GG who works as a Feminine Image Consultant for those who are transgendered, transitioning or integrating
their genders. Services include makeup application and lessons,
wardrobe consulting, styling and accessorizing and lessons in
modern feminine deportment. Monica gained much of her
makeup experience working as a professional artist for M.A.C
Cosmetics and is certified through the company. She also
worked for Nordstrom’s where because of her innate understanding and friendly disposition she acquired many clients shopping
for their “girlfriends.” In addition to her wardrobe consulting and
cosmetic experience, Monica worked as a model and is skilled in
the art of feminine posing for photography and daily life. In October 2010, Monica moved from Chicago to San Francisco to join
Doctor Ousterhout’s team as Mira Coluccio’s Assistant, and inoffice stylist. Monica continues her work within the community,
traveling nationally and internationally to work with clients, she
is dedicated in helping you to achieve your most naturally feminine appearance.
Natasha Savoy is the creative force behind My Changing Room.
A whiz with transformations, she is truly the thinking soul's ideal
accomplice and confidant. Having refined the art of persuasive
guidance, she is intuitively able to coax your finest femme self
from it's hiding place. Just put yourself in her capable hands...and
feel your inhibitions soften and drift away!
Rebecca Shafir M.A.CCC is a licensed and certified speech/
language pathologist, former opera singer and author of the
award-winning book The Zen of Listening. She received her
bachelor’s degree from Indiana University in opera performance
and her Masters in Speech/Language Pathology along with an
internship at the Indianapolis Medical Center. Formerly chief of
the voice division at Lahey Clinic she now practices at the Hallowell Center for Cognitive and Emotional Health in Sudbury
Mass. She also maintains a private practice from her home office
in West Newbury, Massachusetts. She has trained male to female
voices nationwide for over 20 years. Rebecca’s website is
www.MindfulCommunication.com and for TS inquiries it is
www.MindfulCommunication.com/transgender.htm Her email
address is rebeccashafir@att.net.
Robert Lapointe, Esq. Licensed to practice law in all Courts in
both Rhode Island and Massachusetts and the US Tax Court. Has

been an author and editor of the New England Law Review. Set up
a private practice in 1990 as a general practice focusing in Bankruptcy, Family Law, Commercial Litigation and Taxation. Has
represented the community in various areas of litigation especially
in bankruptcy, divorce and family law matters and is certified as a
Divorce Mediator by the Rhode Island Family Court.
Robyn B. Gigl I am a transgender attorney who in 2009 had the
unique experience of being the managing partner of a 19 lawyer law
firm while transitioning from male to female. As managing partner,
I successfully led our firm through the challenges entailed with my
transition including educating the firm’s attorneys and staff on the
nature of my situation, dealing with my medical leave from the firm
and my return to the firm as a woman. All these challenges were
met without any major disruptions to my practice, my clients or to
the firm. I have been practicing law for more than 30 years representing clients in state and federal courts in New Jersey. My practice involves handling complex litigation including employment
law, commercial and business litigation, probate litigation and
white-collar criminal defense. In connection with my employment
practice I have developed an expertise on GLBT issues in the workplace. I am the Secretary of the New Jersey State Bar Association’s
GLBT Rights Section, on the Board of Directors of the Transgender
Legal Defense and Education Fund and a full voting member in
WPATH. I frequently lecture on transgender issues including the
personal, practical and legal aspects involved when an individual
transitions from one gender to the other. My understanding of both
sides of the workplace issues gives me a perspective few attorneys
possess.
Ruben Hopwood is the Coordinator of the Transgender Health
Program at Fenway Health, a multidisciplinary program that oversees the care of over 600 transgender persons receiving behavioral
health, primary medical, and ancillary health care annually. He
holds a Master of Divinity degree from Saint Paul School of Theology and is a Ph.D.-candidate in Counseling Psychology and Religion at Boston University with extensive history working in mental
health and social services in diverse settings across the U.S.
Hopwood is a founding member of the Massachusetts Transgender
Suicide Prevention Working Group beginning in 2008 and has been
working at Fenway with the Transgender Health Program since
September 2005. He provides mental health evaluations, consultation and resources to mental health and medical providers, co-leads
a clinical care team with the Medical Director, and presents clinical
and educational trainings on transgender health care at mental
health agencies, medical facilities, sexual assault response agencies,
conferences, and universities across the country.
Sari L. Reisner, M.A. is on faculty as an Associate Research Scientist at The Fenway Institute, Fenway Health where he is currently
a Co-Investigator on “LifeSkills”, a multisite study (R01) (Boston
and Chicago) testing the efficacy of an HIV risk reduction intervention with transgender male-to-female youth (Primary Investigators:
R. Garafalo, M. Mimiaga). Reisner is a third year doctoral student
in the Department of Society, Human Development, and Health at
Harvard School of Public Health concentrating in social and psychiatric epidemiology, quantitative methods, and human development.
Reisner’s primary research interests include: (1) developmental and
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social determinants of mental health across the life course; (2)
implications of mental health risk and resilience for physical
health outcomes, particularly HIV/AIDS and cancer; (3) application of new methodologies to study the health of marginalized
populations; and (4) national and global transgender health. Reisner is a member of the Growing Up Today Study (GUTS) sexual
orientation and gender working group at Children’s Hospital
(Primary Investigators: B. Austin and M. Rosario), investigating
disparities in health by sexual orientation and gender expression.
He has co-authored more than 30 peer-reviewed journal articles
and has presented his research nationally and internationally at
scientific conferences. He is a founding member of the
Transgender Research Group at the National Center for Population Research in LGBT Health (Primary Investigator: J. Bradford) and is committed to conducting community-based research
“with” and not “on” transgender communities. Reisner earned a
Master’s degree from Brandeis University and a Bachelor’s degree from Georgetown University.
Savannah Jackson I'm a Sydney, Australia based, fun living, confident, open-minded, Two-Spirited Transwoman enjoying life
and carving out a place for herself in this world. I have been publicly living a transgendered life for more than 13 years. In that
time, I've tried to spend as much time as possible living both my
male and female lives. These days I balance a successful business
in my male life, where I have a very public profile, with an active
social female life. I’ve been married, have a 7 yr old daughter
and enjoy being a role model and advocate for Trans rights in
Australia.

Christine Frances - Principal
Tel 781 - 449 - 8700
Email Christine@128CPA.com

661 Highland Avenue
Needham, Massachusetts 02494

Tony Ferraiolo, CPC is a Certified Life Coach and Transgender
Youth Advocate in New Haven, CT. In 2006 he founded several
groups to support transgender youth and their families: Translation, a support group for transgender teenagers; Create Yourself,
an art group for gender non-conforming children under the age of
twelve; TransPACT, a support group for parents of transgender
and gender non-conforming children; and most recently, a support group for siblings of transgender and gender non conforming
children. Tony's coaching practice specializes in transgender
youth and families
Tre’Andre Valentine has been with the Network/La Red for the
past two years as the Community Programs Coordinator, providing support services to survivors via hotline and safehome program. He’s now the Director of Organizing and Education
providing trainings, workshops and speaking engagements to
community groups and service providers on LGBQ/T domestic

Progressive and Inclusive GLBT Catholics
All are welcome! www.DignityBoston.org
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